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PARIS Jan. 24 — A trium- 
phant and smiling Le Due 
Tho presented the cease-fire 
agreement he negotiated for 
Hanoi with presidential 
adviser Henry A. Kissinger 
as a “very great victory for 
the Vietnamese people.” 

But the rival foreign min- 
isters of both the Saigon 
government and the Viet- 
cong’s Provisional Revolu- 
tionary Government-tor 
diametrically opposed rea- 
sons— emphasized the enor- 
mous political difficulties 
they face in trying to imple- 
ment the deliberate ambigu- 
ities left in the accord. 

Tho, who told a crowded 
news conference that he had 
“now achieved his task” and 
planned to return to Hanoi 
soon, said the agreement 
“crowns the Vietnamese 
people’s 13 years of struggle 
against American imperial- 
ism at the cost of innumera- 
ble sacrifices and priva- i 
tions.” 

But Tran Van Lam, South 
Vietnam’s foreign minister, 
told another news confer- 
ence soon after Tho stopped 
speaking that “the only cer- 
tainty is that we have a 
cease-fire.” 

And Mrs. Nguyen Thi 
Binh, the PGR foreign min- 
ister, listed three major 
problems left unsettled by 
the agreement whose princi- 
pal merit was to end Ameri- 
can military involvement in 
Vietnam. 

Emerging from a visit to 
French Foreign Minister 
Maurice Schumann, Mrs. 
Bihn noted that “an agree- 
ment is difficult (to achieve), 
but its application is even 
more so.” 

Listed as major political 
problems facing the two 
South Vietnamese govern- 
ments in negotiations after 
the cease-fire were: 

• The formation of the 
National Council of Concord 
and Reconciliation, which is 
to include equal numbers of 
Saigon, Vietcong and neu- 
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tralist members. 

• The release of political 
prisoners held by Saigop, a 
problem which at one point 
North Vietnam tried unsuc- 
cessfully to link .to the re- 
turn of American prisoners 
of war held by Hanoi. 

• The organization of 
elections, whose timing and 
very nature — presidential, 
legislative, or local — are not 
set down in the ifcpase-fire 
agreement. 

If Mrs. Binh questioned 
President Nguyen Van 
Thieu’s willingness to 
observe the agreement 
strictly, Lam for Saigon had 
doubts about its durability 
and Communist intentions. 

Noting that the new inter- 
national cease-fire supervi- 
sory commission may prove 
as ineffective as the one set 
up in 1954 under the Geneva 
Accords ending the French- 
Indochina war, Lam said. 
“You must .realize we are 
counting on the goodwill of 
all parties.” 

When a newsman noted 
that the operative language 
failed to force the two 
South Vietnamese govern- 
ments to carry out any of 
the political directives in 
the agreement, Lam smiled 
weakly and saic(: “I share 
your fears. They are also 
ours. ” 

Even Tho, speaking at the 
old Hotel Majestic where 
the agreement was initialled 
yesterday and will be 
signed Saturday, conceded ■■ 
by indirection that many 
problems had either been | 
purposely sidestepped or [ 
not yet settled. 


But Tho was clearly aim- 
ing his forceful official opti- ! 
mism at ,his own people in 
North Vietnam for whom the 
destruction of war is now 
ending, unlike the South Vi- 
etnamese who are aware 
of the potential pitfalls that !' 
lie ahead. j 


In an opening statement, 
the 62-year-old Politburo 
member, dressed in a black 
Mao outfit, accentuated 
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those aspects of the accord 
tending to back up his con- 
tention that little of the es- 
sential “contents” of the 
original October draft ac- 
cord had been changed in 
the final version. 

First he listed essentially 
military questions such as 
U.S. respect for the “inde- 
pendence, sovereiguty, and 
territorial integrity” of Viet- 1 
nam, the end of American 
intervention in South Viet- 
namese internal affair and 
the withdrawal of U.S. troops 
and dismantling of its bases 
in South Vietnam. Under- 
standanbly, his list was most 
selective, especially regard- 
ing political problems. 

This selectivity was espec- 
ially apparent in his treat- 
ment of the clause dealing 
with the Demilitarized Zone 
separating the two Viet- 
nams. The DMZ had not 
been mentioned at all in the 
original October draft ac- 
cord, and its inclusion in the 
final agreement was a minor 
triumph for Saigon. 

However, Tho quoted only 
that part of the agreement 
which said the DMZ was a 
military demarcation line 
which “is only provisional 
and not a political or terri- 
torial boundary,” a distinc- 
tion which left intact Hanoi’s 
contention that there is only 
one Vietnam which must be 
reunified. 


But he failed to mention 
the next clause which states 
that “North and South Viet- 
nam shall respect the DMZ 
on either side of the provi- 
sional military demarcation 
line,” an allusion to Saigon's 
insistence that both states 
do indeed exist. 

Tho insisted that his gov- 
ernment and the Vietcong 
would “strictly apply the 
clauses of the accord.” But 
he warned that while 
“anxious to maintain peace, 
the Vietnamese people will 
give proof of vigilance 
against the reactionaries 
seeking to sabotage the 
agreement,” a reference to 
Saigon and the United 
States. 

Moreover, although Tho 
maintained that the site of 


the international confer^ 
ence, which the agreement 
stipulates should meet/ 
within 30 ,days of the cease- 
fire, remained the “only un- 
settled question,” his replies 
belied his optimism. 

Independent sources con- 
firmed that the site of the 
12-power international con- 
ference to guarantee the 
agreements was still unde- 
cided. The Communists fa- 
vor Paris, while the United 
States and Saigon want Vi- 
enna 

■ The other major unre- 
solved questions which Tho 
conceded were still under 
negotiation . involved the 
number of American demin- 
ing experts to be stationed 
in North Vietnam and the 
important problem of the 


amount of American post- 
war reparations. 

He acknowledged indi- 
rectly trfat the United States 
and Saigon had forced Ha- 
noi to delete from the defi- 
nition of the national recon- 
ciliation council the Viet- 
namese phrase describing it 
as a “power structure,” 
which • President Thieu 
claimed implied a disgused 
coalition government. 

Tho tortured the language 
of the accords in claiming 
that there was a stipulation 
that “all political prisoners 
should be freed.”- In fact, 
their fate is left to the open- 
ended negotiations between 
Saigon and the PRG. 

Tho also denied that the 
accords included any secret 
or tacit commitment for the 


withdrawal of North Viet- 
namese troops from South 
Vietnam, or any such un- 
published clauses of apy 
such nature. • 

Once again addressing 
himself principally to his 
home audience, Tho main- 
tained that Kissinger ' had 
tried to extract such^ a com- 
mitment, 

“We completely rejected 
the allegation concerning 
the so-called North Vietnam- 
ese forces in the South be- 
cause politically and ’legally 
this allegation is pointless. 
He added that the United 
States had finally dropped 
this demand and “therefore 
you will not 7 find a .single 
word in the agreement., con- 
pendent sources maintain 
the United States dropped 
this point months ago.,^ 


